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CCJ 4497-U02-C CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PUBLIC POLICY  
FALL 2017 
Department of Criminal Justice 
Florida International University 

 
Instructor:  Professor Headley 
Office Location: PCA-356 
Office Hours: At the MMC campus, Tuesdays 1:00-2:00pm and 4:45-5:45pm; conference calls available 
by appointment.   
E-mail: ahead004@fiu.edu 
Class Meetings: Tuesdays, 2:00-4:45 Charles E. Perry (PC) 439 
Course Description 
This senior capstone course introduces students to the various policies of crime control. The course 
integrates material learned in the Criminal Justice curriculum and explores criminal justice policy issues. 
It assesses the consequences of criminal justice policies on the system and society and examines the 
effectiveness of crime control at the individual, family, school, and community levels. 
 
Pre-requisite: Students must have completed CCJ 2020 and CCJ 4700 prior to enrolling in this course.  
Students may be enrolled in CCJ 4014 and 4701 simultaneously. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
After successful completion of this course you will have developed the intellectual skills of: 

• Identifying and recognizing a wide range of methods of criminal justice policies in America—and 
effectively recalling during examinations their primary characteristics, advantages, and 
shortcomings. 

• Understanding the literature concerning what works and does not work in crime control and 
applying this knowledge to crime control strategies and perspectives with the purpose of 
considering the gaps between research and practice and the political nature of crime control. 

• Producing a research paper that demonstrates knowledge and understanding of the course 
material and that is grammatically correct, well organized, and properly formatted. 

• Producing an oral communication project that demonstrates subject knowledge of criminal 
justice, an organization of ideas, efficient delivery, and appropriate use of communication aid. 

Course Expectations 
My expectations of you: 

• Read the material 
• Turn-in required work on time 
• Actively participate in the learning process  
• Complete all work honestly without cheating and plagiarizing 

 
What you can expect from me: 

• Respond to your emails within 48-72 hours; in ever email please put in the subject line: CCJ4497 
• Grade your work in a 2-3 week, depending on the nature of the assignment 
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• Provide feedback to help you improve your work 
 
Required Readings 
Mallicoat, S. L., & Gardiner, C. L. (2014). Criminal Justice Policy. Los Angeles: Sage Publications. 

ISBN: 978-1-4522-4224-8 
 
Course Requirements 
This web-assisted course uses Blackboard as a supplement to learning in class. Most your course 
materials, excluding exams, will be provided in class. However, supplemental material will be provided 
via Blackboard; it is your responsibility to ensure that you have Internet access or to become familiar with 
the campus computer labs. 
 
Plagiarism and APA Diagnostic Assessments (25 points each; 50 points total) – Due Saturday, 
September 2, by 11:59 pm  

• These are two assessments that will determine your knowledge of plagiarism and APA 
formatting. 

  
Attendance, Class Participation and Discussion The success of this course relies heavily on you being 
prepared for every class. For that reason, students will be expected to attend class regularly and 
participate in discussion. I will start taking attendance the second week of class. Attendance is a 
significant part of your participation grade (1/3). You can have up to two excused absences with 
documented proof, after that each class missed drops the attendance portion of your grade significantly.  
 
In concert with the attendance requirement, you will be required to engage in open dialogue and exchange 
of ideas while in class. I will mark down who is talking and who is not for every class beyond the first 
day. This in-class discussion makes up another 2/3 of your participation grade. In an effort to facilitate the 
discussion, reading assignments must be completed in advance of the scheduled classes. This will not be a 
straight lecture class where you will just be taking notes. This is a thinking and discussing class. The 
material is very complex. You may also be required, at the professor’s discretion, to complete in-class 
assignments which will be factored in under your class participation grade. The professor reserves the 
right to give unannounced quizzes in order to monitor reading progress. Any quizzes will be figured into 
the grade for class participation. 
 
Group Presentation (100 points) 

• You are required to participate in a group presentation once throughout the course of the 
semester, where your group will present on the assigned chapter. The presentation should be 
approximately 30 minutes in length. You must include the following: 1) overview of chapter, 2) 
applicability of chapter to the State of Florida in terms of policy and current events (provide 2 
examples, not identified in the textbook), 3) discussion questions for the class (not the questions 
provided in the textbook). Please note, you can be as creative as you would like for this 
presentation. 

o When providing examples, please consider the pros and cons of policies, costs and 
benefits, and who benefits.  

• Upload your presentation the Monday before your assigned presentation date.   
 

Exams (150 points each; 300 points total) 
• There are two exams.  You will have 100 minutes (1 hour and 40 minutes) to complete a 50-

question exam.  The exams are based on the readings, lectures, discussions, presentations, and 
related materials. Exams are to be completed individually without any assistance. 
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• The exams will be available on Blackboard, and you will have one opportunity to complete each 
exam.  

• Failure to take exams within the allotted time frame will result in a score of "0" being assigned as 
your score on those assessments. In general, there should be no request for make-up exams. 
Make-up exams will only be permitted in extreme circumstances, with appropriate 
documentation. Within the parameters established by University policy, I reserve the right to 
determine when such circumstances are sufficiently extreme to warrant such special treatment. 
Circumstances for which make-up examinations are provided include: jury duty, military duty, 
observance of a religious holiday, or illness (student) or death of an immediate family member 
(mother, father, siblings, spouse, and children).  Any make-up exams may be different from those 
conducted within the assigned class period and may include or be in an essay format.  

 
Technical Issues Related to Exams/Assessments 

• You must install the Respondus Lockdown Browser prior to taking your exams.  If you do not 
want to download the lockdown browser on your personal computer, you will need to come to 
FIU to take the assessments. 

• In order to mitigate any issues with your computer and online assessments, it is very important 
that you take the "Practice Quiz" from each computer you will be using to take your graded 
exams. It is your responsibility to make sure your computer meets the minimum hardware 
requirements. 

• Please use Mozilla Firefox for optimum compatibility.  Technical difficulties such as lack of 
internet connection or problems with services are not acceptable excuses for not completing 
and submitting assignments, quizzes and/or exams. 

Important Note on Assessments/Exams 
o Assessments in this course are not compatible with mobile devices and should not be 

taken through a mobile phone or a tablet. If you need further assistance please contact 
FIU Online Support Services. 

Exam Due Dates 
• Exam 1 covers chapters 1-10.  The exam will open Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2017 at 5 pm and will 

close Saturday, Nov. 4 2017 at 11:59 pm. 
• Exam 2 covers chapters 11-20.  The exam will open Tuesday, Dec. 12, 2017 at 5 pm and will 

close Saturday, Dec. 16, 2017 at 11:59 pm. 
 
Scores (not answers) will be released upon submission. 
 
Writing Assignments 

• There are four scaffolded writing assignments upon which you will be graded: 1) the 
identification of 10 peer-reviewed articles and reference page; 2) Two-page, single-spaced, 
detailed outline of paper that includes the thesis statement and overall opinion of the issue at 
hand; 3) the Capstone Paper; and 4) Oral presentation.  Each assignment builds upon the previous 
assignment and, as such, is a progression of ideas that allows you to take intellectual risks, 
differentiate between course readings and your personal opinions, and critically analyze and 
evaluate criminal justice policy issues.  

• Students who struggle with writing should visit the Center for Excellence in Writing on campus 
(GL 125, (305) 348-6634).  Papers will be graded according to a rubric which is included at the 
end of the syllabus and can also be found online. 
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• Final papers will also be submitted to Turnitin.com, a plagiarism detection service. Please refer to 
the Student Misconduct section of this syllabus for further information on plagiarism and 
cheating. 

Late assignments 
• Late assignments will not be accepted in this course without previous permission from the 

instructor. 

Grading 
• The final grade will be based on the following course requirements. Please be advised that 

Criminal Justice majors must earn a grade of C or better to pass this class. Providing 
opportunities for extra credit is at the discretion of the instructor. The following grading scale will 
be used to determine your course grades: 
 
Course Requirements Weight Percent 
Attendance/Participation 100 points 10% 
Plagiarism Assessment 25 points 2.5% 
APA Assessment 25 points 2.5% 
Group Presentation 100 points 10% 
Exams (150 points each) 300 points total 30% 
10 relevant peer-reviewed articles with reference 
pages 

100 points 10% 

2 page, detailed outline of paper 100 points 10% 
Capstone Paper 150 points 15% 
Oral Presentation 100 points 10% 
Total   1000 possible points 100% 

 
 

Grade Points Earned Grade Points Earned Grade Points Earned 
A 930-1000 B 830-879 C 700-779 
A- 900-929 B- 800-829 D 600-699 
B+ 880-900 C+ 780-799 F 0-599 

 
In-class Technology Usage 

 
• Use of a computer/laptop/tablet is only permitted in the class for the purposes of note taking. 

Anything apart from note taking is strictly prohibited.  
• Cell phone usage is not permitted in class at all, this includes texting, making phone calls, or 

using social media. If you need to use the cell phone for any reason please step outside the 
classroom. 

• If you are found to be using such devices for any purpose that is not permitted in class, your 
participation grade will reflect this.  

 
Institutional Policies 
 
Early Alert 

• In an effort to help you succeed in your academic courses, FIU utilizes an Early Alert system. 
Instructors are now able to notify students’ academic advisors if there are concerns about class 
performance. If an alert is submitted, your academic advisor will send you a message via your 
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Student Dashboard (accessed via your MYFIU page) to discuss ways to improve your 
performance. Please respond to any communication you receive from your academic advisor 
about an early alert. Our goal with this program is to help you to be successful by identifying any 
issues as early on as possible and working to address them. 

 
Incomplete grade 

• An incomplete grade is a temporary symbol given at the discretion of the professor for work not 
completed because of serious interruption not caused by the student’s own negligence. To be 
eligible, written documentation must be provided. The student also must have successfully 
completed half of the coursework with a passing grade. An incomplete must be made up as 
quickly as possible, but no later than two consecutive semesters after the initial taking of the 
course or it will automatically default to an “F” or the grade that the student earned in the course. 

 
Student misconduct 

• FIU is a community dedicated to generating and imparting knowledge through excellent teaching 
and research, the rigorous and respectful exchange of ideas, and community service. All students 
should respect the right of others to have an equitable opportunity to learn and honestly to 
demonstrate the quality of their learning. Therefore, all students are expected to adhere to a 
standard of academic conduct, which demonstrates respect for themselves, their fellow students, 
and the educational mission of the University. Academic misconduct is a serious offense at FIU 
because it diminishes the quality of the scholarship and learning experience for everyone on 
campus. An act of academic misconduct, including cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation, and 
classroom disruption (e.g., cell phones), may lead to penalties such as a reduction in grade, 
probation, suspension, or expulsion. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to, the use 
by paraphrase or direct quotations, of the published or unpublished work of another person 
without full and clear acknowledgement. It also includes the unacknowledged use of materials 
prepared by another person or agency that may or may not be engaged in the selling of term 
papers or other academic materials. 

• Turnitin.com is an electronic resource that assists in the detection and deterrence of plagiarism by 
electronic comparison for textual similarity. Students agree that enrollment in this course 
constitutes permission that all required papers may be submitted to Turnitin.com for the detection 
of plagiarism and that all submitted papers will be retained as source documents in the 
Turnitin.com reference database and used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such 
papers. All students are deemed by the University to understand that if they are found responsible 
for academic misconduct, they will be subject to the Academic Misconduct procedures and 
sanctions, as outlined in the Student Handbook. 
 

Students with Disabilities 
• Florida International University is committed to providing a working and learning atmosphere 

that reasonably accommodates qualified persons with disabilities. If you have any disability, 
which may impair your ability to complete this course successfully, please contact the Disability 
Resource Center at (305) 348-3532. Reasonable academic accommodations are reviewed for all 
students who have qualified, documented disabilities. 

 
Harassment  

• The professor seeks to develop a meaningful academic student-professor environment. As such, 
any perceived unwelcome innuendos and overtures from students to professor or from students to 
another student will not be tolerated. In accordance with FIU commitment, students, faculty, and 
staff are entitled to work and study in an environment free from harassment. “Sexual harassment 
undermines the integrity of the academic and work environment, and prevents its victims and 
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their peers from achieving their full potential. All members of the University community are 
entitled to work and study in an atmosphere free from sexual overtures or innuendoes that are 
unsolicited and unwelcome” (for more information see FIU-104 Sexual Harassment Regulation). 

 
Date Topic: Lecture Topic 

Preparation: Chapters to Read/Text 
Week 1 
Aug. 22, 2017 

Topic: Introduction and Course Overview 
Assignment: Purchase book; Begin Researching Topic 

Week 2 
Aug. 29, 2017 

Topic: The Politics of Crime and the Policy Making Process, Research and Evidence 
Based Practices, Street Level Bureaucracy  
Preparation: Read Chapter 1-3 
Plagiarism and APA Assessment due Saturday September 2 by 11:59 pm 

Week 3 
Sept. 5, 2017 

Topic: Policing and High-Risk Places 
Preparation: Read Chapter 4 

Week 4 
Sept. 12, 2017 

CLASS CANCELED DUE TO HURRICANE IRMA 

Week 5 
Sept. 19, 2017 

Topic: Homeland Security 
Preparation: Read Chapter 5 
Peer-Review Assignment due Friday September 22 by 11:59 pm 

Week 6 
Sept. 26, 2017 

Topic: Immigration and Crime  
Preparation: Read Chapter 6  
Two-Page Outline due Saturday September 30 by 11:59 pm. 

Week 7 
Oct. 3, 2017 

Topic: Mandatory Arrest Policies and Intimate Partner Violence 
Preparation: Read Chapter 7 

Week 8 
Oct. 10, 2017 

Topic: The War on Drugs 
Preparation: Read Chapter 8 

Week 9 
Oct. 17, 2017 

Topic: Controlling the Sexual Offender 
Preparation: Read Chapter 9 

Week 10 
Oct. 24, 2017 

Topic: White Collar Crime 
Preparation: Read Chapter 10 
Capstone Paper due Saturday October 28 by 11:59 pm. 

Week 11 
Oct. 31, 2017 

Topic: America’s War on Gangs 
Preparation: Read Chapter 11 
Exam 1 due Saturday Nov. 4 by 11:59 pm. 

Week 12 
Nov. 7, 2017 

Topic: Criminal Justice Responses to the Mentally Ill 
Preparation: Read Chapter 13 

Week 13 
Nov. 14, 2017 

No Class – Work on Oral Presentations  
All Oral Presentations due Tuesday November 21 by 11:59 pm 

Week 14 
Nov. 21, 2017 

Topic: Capital Punishment 
Preparation: Read Chapter 18 

Week 15 
Nov. 28, 2017 

Topic: The Supermax 
Preparation: Read Chapter 17 

Week 16 
Dec. 5, 2017 

Topic: Restorative Justice, Reentry & Rehabilitation, Emerging Issues 
Preparation: Read Chapter 15, 19, 20 

Week 17 Review for Exam 2 
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Dec. 12, 2017 Exam 2 due Saturday by December 16 11:59 pm 
All papers, rubrics, and assessments available for pick-up and/or review 

*This schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.  You will be notified of any 
changes in a timely manner. 
 
Please be advised that: 
 
September 4 – Labor Day (University Closed) 
September 15 – Last day to apply for Fall 2017 graduation 
October 30 – Last day to drop a course with a DR grade or withdraw from University with WI grade 
November 10 – Veteran’s Day (University Closed) 
November 23-24 – Thanksgiving Holiday (University Closed) 
 


